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News: Orchha Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Recently, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) formed a committee to look into 

the complaint of the illegal operation of stone crushers and mining quarries in 

an eco-sensitive zone of Orchha Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 According to the NGT, immediate action is required for the disposal of 337 

tonnes of chemical waste, addressing groundwater contamination, shortage of 

piped water, and monitoring iron, manganese and nitrate concentrations 

exceeding the permissible limit. 

Orchha Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Orchha Wildlife Sanctuary was established in 1994 and is located within a large 

forest area. 

 It is situated near the Betwa River (a tributary of the Yamuna), in the border 

region between Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, contributing to its unique 

ecosystem and biodiversity. 

 

  



Fauna Species 

 It is home to a diverse range of fauna, including spotted deer, Blue Bull, 

Peacock, Wild pig, Monkey, Jackal, Nilgai, Sloth Bear, and various bird 

species. 

 Birdwatching is particularly popular, with around 200 bird species found in the 

sanctuary's river ecosystem. These include both resident birds and migratory 

species such as peafowls, peacocks, swans, Jungle Bush Quail, minivet, etc. 

 

Forest Types 

 It has southern tropical dry deciduous forests. The sanctuary features dense 

plantations of Dhawa Trees, Kardhai Trees, Teak, Palaash, and Khair, 

contributing to its rich biodiversity and natural ambiance. 

 

Eco Sensitive Zones 

 Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within 10 kms 

around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

 These are protected areas that act as “shock absorbers”. They also act as 

transition zones. 

 There are no central acts to govern the zone as land is a state subject. 



 ESZs are notified by MoEFCC, Government of India under Environment 

Protection Act 1986. 

 In case of places with sensitive corridors, connectivity and ecologically 

important patches, crucial for landscape linkage, even area beyond 10 km width 

can also be included in the eco-sensitive zone. 

 The basic aim is to regulate certain activities around National Parks and 

Wildlife Sanctuaries so as to minimise the negative impacts of such activities 

on the fragile ecosystem encompassing the protected areas. 

 

Prohibited activities 

 Commercial mining, saw mills, industries causing pollution (air, water, soil, 

noise etc.), establishment of major hydroelectric projects (HEP), commercial 

use of wood, Tourism activities like hot-air balloons over the National Park, 

discharge of effluents or any solid waste or production of hazardous substances. 

 

Regulated activities 

 Felling of trees, establishment of hotels and resorts, commercial use of natural 

water, erection of electrical cables, movement of vehicular traffic, groundwater 

harvesting, drastic change of agriculture system, e.g. adoption of heavy 

technology, pesticides etc., widening of roads. 



Permitted activities 

 Ongoing agricultural or horticultural practices, rainwater harvesting, organic 

farming, use of renewable energy sources, and adoption of green technology for 

all activities. 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

 National Green Tribunal (NGT) was constituted in 2010 as per the provisions of 

the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. 

 India became the third country in the world after Australia and New Zealand, 

for setting up a specialized environmental tribunal and also the first developing 

country to do so. 

 NGT consists of a Chairperson and a minimum of 10 to maximum of 20 

Judicial and Expert members.  Chairperson is a retired judge in SC and other 

judicial members are retired judges in HC. Experts must have a professional 

qualification and a minimum of 15 years of experience in forest conservation / 

environment protection. 

 NGT follows the principles of sustainable development, precautionary principle 

and the polluter pay principle.  

 The Chairperson of NGT is constituted by Central Government in consultation 

with Chief Justice of India. 



 Term of the members of NGT is 5 years and they are ineligible for 

reappointment. 

 National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 provides for the application of the principle 

of no-fault while determining the liability of the responsible person to provide 

relief or compensation to the affected persons. 

 

No Fault Liability Principle 

 Generally, a person is liable for his own wrongful acts and one does not incur 

any liability for the acts done by others. 

 If an individual commits a fault, he is liable for it. 

 However, there is a principle that claims an individual liable without his being 

at fault. This is the 'no-fault liability principle'. 

 Section 3 of the Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 provides for 'no-fault 

liability principle'. 

 

It reads as 

 Where death or injury to any person (other than a workman) or damage to any 

property has resulted from an accident, the owner shall be liable to give such 

relief as is specified in the Schedule for such death, injury or damage. 



 This act has the major aim of providing immediate relief to the persons affected 

by accident occurring while handling any hazardous substances for matters 

connected with the incident. It has the goal of providing public liability 

insurance. 

 This act says that every owner who works with hazardous substances and hires 

employees to control those dangerous things, shall have policies and insurances 

where he will be insured against liability to give relief in case of death or injury 

to a person or damage to property arising from the accident caused while 

carrying on the hazardous activities. 

 

Powers 

 Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil cases involving substantial question 

relating to environment. 

 The tribunal is not bound by the procedures under Code of Civil Procedure, 

1908. 

 Apart from original jurisdiction side of filing an application, NGT acts as an 

appellate jurisdiction. 

 The order/decision/award of Tribunal shall be executable as a decree of a civil 

court. 



 NGT can provide for a penalty of Imprisonment upto 3 years, or fine upto 10 

crore or both. 

 NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications finally within 6 months of 

filing the same. An appeal against order of NGT lies to the SC within 90 days 

of communications. 

 NGT has 5 places of sitting; New Delhi being the principal place of sitting and 

Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai being the other four. 

 The Madras High Court has recently disapproved a 2017 Central notification 

which terms the north zone Bench in Delhi as the principal Bench, and 

reiterated that all five zonal Benches of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) are 

equally powerful and that their orders would be applicable pan India. 

 NGT Act of 2010 does not speak about any principal Bench, the court said. 

 

The NGT deals with 7 laws related to the environment 

 Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

 Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977 

 Forest Conservation Act, 1980 

 Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution Act), 1981 

 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

 Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 



 Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

 However, NGT avoids Indian Forest Act, 1927, Wildlife Protection Act, 1972; 

and The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 

of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (simply Forest Rights Act). 


