
Temporal Journeys: Exploring Time Travel in Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka 

on the Shore   

 

 

Dissertation submitted to Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam in partial fulfillment of the 

Requirement for the award of the degree of Bachelor of Arts in English Language and 

Literature. 

Nikhitha Jiji 

Register Number : 210021000944 

                                  

 

Research Centre and Postgraduate Department of English  

Bharata Mata College, Thrikkakara  

Kochi – 682021  

2024 



 
 

 

 

Certificate  

 

This is to certify that the dissertation entitled Temporal Journeys: Exploring Time 

Travel in Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore is a bona fide record of sincere 

work done by, Nikhitha Jiji, Register No. 210021000944, Bharata Mata College, in partial 

fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Bachelor of Arts in English Language and 

Literature under the Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam during the year 2023-2024.  

  

Project Guides,  

  

 Dr. Rose Merin                                                                  Dr. Thara Gangadharan                                                   

 Assistant Professor                                                            Head of the Department     

Research Centre and                                                          Research Centre and Postgraduate   

Postgraduate  Department of English                                Postgraduate Department of English                                                                                                      

Bharata Mata College, Thrikkakara                                  Bharata Mata College, Thrikkakara  

 



 
 

 

 

Declaration 

I, hereby declare that the presented dissertation Temporal Journeys: Exploring Time 

Travel in Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore is based on the research that I 

did on under the supervision and guidance of Dr. Rose Merin, Assistant Professor , Research 

Centre and Postgraduate Department of English, Bharata Mata College, in partial fulfillment 

of the requirement for the award of the Degree of Bachelor of Arts in English Language and 

Literature from Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam. This is a report of my hands based on 

the research done on the selected topic and it is my original work and interpretations drawn 

therein are based on material collected by myself. It has not been previously formed basis for 

the award of any degree, diploma or fellowship or other similar title or recognition.  

  

  

Date: 29/04/2024                                                                               Nikhitha Jiji,  

Place: Thrikkakara                                                                             Reg. No: 210021000944 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement 

 

I find myself fortunate to be surrounded by people who are forever willing to help and 

guide me. I take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Rose Merin for guiding 

me in accomplishing my research work titled Temporal Journeys: Exploring Time Travel in 

Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore. Her supervision and support truly helped 

in the progress and timely accomplishment of this research work.  

I express my sincere thanks to the Principal Prof (Dr) Johnson K.M, Dr. Thara 

Gangadharan, Head of the Department, and all other faculty members of my college for their 

support and concern.  

I am also grateful to my beloved Mother and Father, family members and friends for 

their loving encouragement. Above all, I thank God Almighty for constantly supporting me and 

for blessing me with such wonderful people in my life.  

  

  

  

Nikhitha Jiji 

 

 



 
 

Contents  

 

 

  

Chapter 1: Introduction                 1 - 8        

 Chapter 2: Regret and Time Travel in Before the Coffee Gets Cold                    9 - 15                                                                                                          

Chapter 3: Labyrinth of Dreams in Kafka on the shore                             16 - 23                                                             

Chapter 4: Theoretical Underpinnings of Time travel explored in Before         24 - 32                               

the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the shore 

 Chapter 5: Conclusion                                                                                       33 - 40                   

Works Cited                                                                                                                 

                                                                                        



Chapter 1 

Introduction 

“At the end of the day, whether one returns to the past or travels to the future, the present 

doesn’t change” (213), this quote resonate deeply with the thematic elements of the novel, 

particularly regarding the characters introductions with time and their pursuit of happiness and 

fulfilment. I feels more interested and inspired through this quotes so I choose these novels. 

Both novels likely form their reputation for offering profound and thought provoking 

narratives that delve into the depths of the human experience. The choice of these novels 

reflects a desire to engage with narratives that provoke thought, stir emotions and lasting impact 

on the reader. Readers likely seeking an immersive literature experience that of us both 

intellectual simulation and emotional resonance 

Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi is a Japanese novel set in a small 

café in Tokyo, known for its exploration of second chances and the consequences of our 

choices. Through its narrative, the novel delves into the depths of time travel, offering a 

nuanced examination of regret and the opportunity to revisit pivotal moments in life. By 

focusing on the intimate setting of the café, Kawaguchi crafts a poignant tale that resonates 

with readers, exploring themes of redemption, forgiveness, and the intricacies of human 

relationships. 

Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami, another Japanese novel renowned for its 

surreal and metaphysical elements, intertwines the stories of a young boy named Kafka Tamura 

and an elderly man named Nakata. Through their journeys, Murakami explores themes of 

identity, destiny, and the blurred lines between reality and dreams. The novel's captivating 

narrative style captivates readers, drawing them into a world where the boundaries between the 

tangible and the ethereal are fluid and indistinct. 
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Both novels are celebrated for their unique storytelling styles and thought-provoking 

narratives, offering readers a glimpse into the complexities of human existence and the 

mysteries of the universe. Through their exploration of time, identity, and the 

interconnectedness of all things, Kawaguchi and Murakami invite readers to ponder life's 

profound questions and consider the transformative power of choice and self-discovery. 

 

Toshikazu Kawaguchi and his works: 

Toshikazu Kawaguchi is a Japanese author known for his works in contemporary 

fiction and drama. He is the author of Before the Coffee Gets Cold, which has garnered 

widespread acclaim for its unique exploration of time travel and its impact on human emotions 

and relationships. While this is one of Kawaguchi's most well-known works, he has also written 

other novels and plays that delve into similar themes of human connection and the passage of 

time. 

 

Some of his other notable works include: 

1. Before the Coffee Gets Cold: Tales from the Café - This is a collection of short stories set in 

the same café as the original novel. Each story offers a new perspective on the concept of time 

travel and its effects on the characters who visit the café. 

2. The Elephant Vanishes - This is a collection of short stories that explore various aspects of 

contemporary Japanese society, often with surreal and existential themes. 

3. If Cats Disappeared from the World - This novel follows the story of a man who makes a 

deal with the devil to extend his life, leading to a reflection on the value of life and the 

importance of human connection. 
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4. We Make Antiques! - This is a comedic play co-written with director Satoshi Okabe. The 

play revolves around the antics of a pair of antique dealers as they try to uncover the secrets 

behind a mysterious antique item. 

 

Haruki Murakami and his works: 

Kawaguchi's works are known for their thoughtful exploration of human emotions and 

relationships, often with a touch of magical realism or surrealism. His writing style is 

characterized by its introspective nature and its ability to evoke deep emotional responses from 

readers. 

Kafka on the Shore is authored by the renowned Japanese writer Haruki Murakami, 

celebrated for his captivating blend of magical realism, time travel, existentialism, and intricate 

storytelling. Born on January 12, 1949, in Kyoto, Japan, Murakami studied drama at Waseda 

University in Tokyo and later owned a jazz club before fully committing to writing. Throughout 

his prolific career, Murakami has produced a diverse body of work that has garnered 

international acclaim.  

 

Some of his other notable novels include: 

1. Norwegian Wood (1987): This novel catapulted Murakami to literary fame both in Japan 

and abroad. Set in the 1960s, it follows the story of a young man's journey through love, loss, 

and coming of age. 

2. The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle (1994-1995): A complex and surreal narrative that intertwines 

the protagonist's search for his missing wife with elements of the supernatural and political 

intrigue. 
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3. 1Q84 (2009-2010): A sprawling and ambitious work that explores parallel worlds and the 

interconnected lives of its characters against the backdrop of a mysterious cult. 

4. Murakami Diary (Various editions): Murakami also produces annual diary planners that 

feature excerpts from his novels, essays, and personal reflections. 

In addition to his novels, Murakami has written numerous short stories, essays, and 

non-fiction works, further establishing his reputation as one of Japan's most influential 

contemporary writers. Murakami's writing style is characterized by its dreamlike atmosphere, 

intricate symbolism, and exploration of existential themes such as loneliness, alienation, and 

the search for meaning. Haruki Murakami's literary contributions have left an indelible mark 

on contemporary literature, earning him a devoted global following and numerous awards, 

including the Franz Kafka Prize and the Jerusalem Prize. 

Time travel is a fascinating concept where individuals or objects can journey through 

time, visiting different eras, be it the past or the future. While it's a popular theme in science 

fiction, our current understanding of physics doesn't support the kind of time travel seen in 

movies or books, like hopping into a machine and going back to the age of dinosaurs. However, 

some scientific theories, like those involving wormholes-hypothetical tunnels through space 

time-or time dilation-where time can be experienced differently based on relative speeds-

suggest that time travel might be theoretically possible under certain conditions. These 

concepts push the boundaries of our understanding of the universe and provoke intriguing 

questions about the nature of time itself. 

 

Time travel concept: 

Time travel, a captivating concept explored in both fiction and theoretical physics, 

delves into the intriguing possibility of journeying through time, either into the past or the 
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future. While often portrayed in novels and movies as a fantastical adventure, the notion of 

time travel also occupies a space in scientific discourse, where theories such as wormholes and 

time dilation entertain the idea's potential feasibility. 

 

Literary works Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore: 

In literary works like Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore, time travel 

serves as more than just a plot device; it becomes a thematic framework for exploring profound 

philosophical questions about memory, regret, and the passage of time. In Before the Coffee 

Gets Cold, characters grapple with unresolved issues and the consequences of their actions as 

they revisit moments from the past, highlighting the limitations and complexities inherent in 

altering one's timeline. The rules and restrictions imposed by the café add tension to the 

narrative, emphasizing the delicate balance between free will and destiny. 

On the other hand, in Kafka on the Shore, time travel takes on a more metaphorical and 

symbolic role, weaving seamlessly into the novel's surreal and dreamlike atmosphere. Here, 

time is portrayed as non-linear and fluid, blurring the boundaries between past, present, and 

future. Characters experience visions, premonitions, and alternate realities, reflecting their 

internal struggles with identity and fate. The enigmatic figure of Johnnie Walker and the 

concept of the "entrance stone" add mystique to the narrative, further complicating the 

exploration of time's elusive nature. 

Through these literary explorations, time travel becomes a lens through which authors 

examine the intricacies of human existence, inviting readers to ponder the complexities of 

memory, choice, and the inexorable march of time itself. 
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Theories of time travel: 

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, the fixed timeline theory becomes a central theme that 

intricately weaves through the narrative, shaping the characters' experiences and the 

overarching message of the story. This theory proposes that time is rigid and unchangeable, 

with events predestined to unfold in a specific manner, regardless of attempts to alter them. 

Through the exploration of the fixed timeline theory, the novel delves into profound 

existential questions about fate, destiny, and the consequences of human agency. It prompts 

readers to contemplate the complexities of time and the inherent limitations of attempting to 

alter the past. Despite the characters' yearning for redemption or reconciliation, they ultimately 

confront the sobering reality that some things are beyond their control. 

In essence, Before the Coffee Gets Cold serves as a poignant meditation on the nature 

of time and the inevitability of fate. It underscores the importance of embracing the present 

moment, accepting the past, and finding solace in the unyielding passage of time. Through its 

exploration of the fixed timeline theory, the novel imparts a timeless message about the 

resilience of the human spirit and the enduring power of hope in the face of life's immutable 

truths. 

Kafka on the Shore, a masterful exploration of the dynamic timeline theory, where time 

is depicted as fluid and mutable, subject to the whims of individual perception and action. In 

this surreal and metaphysical world, the boundaries between past, present, and future blur, 

inviting readers into a realm where time operates on a nonlinear continuum. 

Similarly, Nakata's storyline unfolds in a surreal dreamscape where time behaves 

erratically, blurring the lines between waking life and the subconscious. His experiences serve 

as a vivid exploration of the fluid nature of time, where events unfold in unexpected and 

nonlinear ways. 
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In Kafka on the Shore, the dynamic timeline theory serves as a thematic framework for 

delving into profound themes such as identity, destiny, and the interconnectedness of all things. 

By challenging conventional notions of time and reality, the novel invites readers to 

contemplate the intricate tapestry of human existence and the profound impact of individual 

choices on the course of events. Murakami's exploration of the dynamic timeline theory 

encourages readers to embrace the uncertainty of life and to recognize the inherent beauty in 

the ebb and flow of time. It celebrates the notion that time is not a linear progression but rather 

a complex mosaic of experiences, emotions, and possibilities, where past, present, and future 

converge in a symphony of interconnected moments.  

Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore indeed represent significant 

evolutionary steps in the portrayal of time travel within literature. Each offers a distinctive 

perspective on the concept and its implications, reflecting the evolving landscape of literary 

imagination and the exploration of human emotions and existential themes. 

Time travel has long captured the literary imagination, evolving alongside scientific 

understanding and cultural anxieties. Toshikazu Kawaguchi's novel Before the Coffee Gets 

Cold (2016) presents a fresh take on time travel, shifting the focus from changing the past to 

exploring emotional journeys and acceptance. Unlike traditional narratives where characters 

seek to alter events, this novel emphasizes the power of personal connections and memories. 

Time travel here is depicted as limited and controlled, with characters revisiting the past to 

reconnect with loved ones but unable to change the course of events. This focus on human 

emotions and the influence of the past on the present reflects a contemporary trend in time 

travel literature, where the exploration of relationships and personal growth takes precedence 

over altering historical events. 
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On the other hand, Haruki Murakami's Kafka on the Shore (2002) offers a departure 

from traditional time travel mechanics, instead delving into themes that resonate with the genre, 

such as parallel realities and the cyclical nature of time. While not featuring conventional time 

travel, the novel explores the fluid and nonlinear nature of time through its surreal and 

metaphysical narrative. Characters navigate a dreamlike landscape where the boundaries 

between past, present, and future blur, inviting readers to contemplate the interconnectedness 

of all things and the elusive nature of reality. Murakami's exploration of time in Kafka on the 

Shore challenges conventional notions of temporal progression, offering a richly layered 

meditation on identity, destiny, and the human condition. 
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Chapter 2 

   Regret and Time Travel in Before the Coffee Gets Cold  

Significance of the title Before the Coffee Gets Cold :  

 The title before the coffee gets cold serves as a metaphor for seizing opportunity and 

making the most of short moments in life. In the context of a novel, it refers to the limited time 

during which character can travel back in time at the cafè. The title highlight the importance of 

seizing the present moment and not letting opportunities away. The title summaries the central 

themes of the novel - the passage of time, the desire for the second chances and the importance 

of cherishing the moments. 

 

Literary analysis: 

Before the Coffee Gets Cold is a 2015 Japanese novel by Toshikazu Kawaguchi and it’s 

translated from the Japanese by Geoffrey Trousselot. It tells of a café in Tokyo that allows its 

customers to travel back in time, as long as they return before their coffee gets cold. The story 

explores relationships and regrets, themes of love, loss and second chances. The coffee in the 

novel is described as rich and aromatic, often steaming gently as it is served in the café.  

   Tokyo, the capital and most populous city of Japan is famous for anime, electronics, 

manga, etc. The café was a few minutes’ walk from jimbocho station in central Tokyo. Located 

on narrow back street in an area of mostly office buildings, it displayed a small sign bearing its 

name, ‘Funiculi Funicula’. There are three clocks on the café wall but the antique clocks in the 

cafe were the first strange thing. Each one showed a different time. One clock at the end of the 

room were broken. One of them was fast, and the other, slow. The cafe is famous for its rich 

aromatic coffee made with special ingredients that have magical properties. The café that 
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become the subject because, the urban legends said that at this cafe, you could really return to 

the past. 

 

In order to go back to the past, there are some very frustrating rules:  

1. The only people who you can meet while in the past are those who have visited the 

cafe. If the person you want to meet has never visited the cafe, you can return to the 

past, but you cannot meet them. 

2. There is nothing you can do while in the past that will change the present.   

3. There is only one seat that allows you to go back in time. The only time you can sit 

there is when the customer goes to the toilet. That customer always goes once a day. 

4. While in the past, you cannot move from your seat. If you do, you will be pulled back 

to the present by force. 

5. Your stay in the past begins when the coffee is poured and must end before the coffee 

gets cold. Moreover, the coffee cannot be poured by just anybody; it must be poured by 

Kazu Tokita. 

In this we meet: the man seeking the best friend whose daughter he raised as his own; the 

son who did not come home for his mother’s funeral; the lover who travelled to see the girl he 

couldn’t marry; and the ageing detective who couldn’t save his own wife. 

In the first chapter, The Lovers the narrative unfolds against the backdrop of the enchanting 

Funiculi Funicula café, setting the stage for an exploration of love, loss, and the complexities 

of human relationships. The story centers around Fumiko Takaga and her boyfriend Goro, 

whose serious conversation ultimately leads to disappointment. 

As Fumiko seeks solace in the café, she engages in conversation with the enigmatic Kazu 

Tokita and Yaeko Hirai, delving into the café's rumored ability to transport people back in time. 
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Fumiko's fascination with time-travel stories contrasts with the rules governing time-travel 

within the café, which Kazu elucidates: one cannot alter the past to change the present, and 

there are limitations on who one can interact with in the past. 

 

The narrative unfolds amidst the café's bustling ambiance, with characters like Kei, Nagare, 

and Kohtake weaving in and out of the scene, each carrying their own burdens and stories. As 

Fumiko contemplates her desire to time-travel, she encounters a ghostly presence, symbolic of 

the café's mystical aura. 

Fumiko's journey into the past brings her face-to-face with Goro, where they share a 

poignant conversation about waiting and the passage of time. Despite her hopes for change, 

Fumiko returns to the present with a sense of resignation, realizing that altering the future may 

not be within her control. 

The chapter concludes with Fumiko's departure from the café, leaving behind the ghostly 

presence with a knowing smile and closing a book titled The Lovers, symbolizing the cyclical 

nature of love and the inevitability of fate. 

Through its intricate narrative threads and evocative imagery, The Lovers invites readers 

into a world where the past and present intertwine, exploring themes of longing, acceptance, 

and the timeless allure of love's mysteries. 

In the second chapter, titled Husband and Wife the narrative unfolds within the intimate 

setting of an old café, which serves as a backdrop for the intertwined lives of its diverse 

clientele. Here, the reader is introduced to a spectrum of emotions and experiences that shape 

the characters' journeys. 
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The chapter opens with the arrival of Kumi, a young woman seeking reconciliation with 

her sister Yaeko. Their strained relationship, stemming from a past disagreement over the 

management of their family's inn, sets the stage for themes of familial conflict and forgiveness. 

Amidst the café's ambiance, we encounter Fusagi, a regular patron grappling with early-

onset Alzheimer's disease. His struggle to recognize his wife, Kohtake, when she arrives 

reflects the poignant challenges faced by those dealing with memory loss. Kohtake, a nurse, 

exemplifies resilience as she strives to navigate the complexities of caring for Fusagi while 

preserving their connection amidst his diminishing recollection. 

The narrative takes a poignant turn as Kohtake, in a symbolic act of transcending time, 

receives a letter from Fusagi detailing his Alzheimer's diagnosis. In a heartfelt plea, Fusagi 

expresses his desire for them to transcend the roles of nurse and patient, yearning for a deeper 

connection as husband and wife. 

The café's ghost and the observant waitress, Kazu, serve as silent witnesses to the emotional 

tapestry unfolding within its walls, hinting at a mystical connection between the café's 

atmosphere and the characters' emotional odysseys. 

As Kohtake departs the café, there is a palpable sense of bittersweet triumph. The chapter 

leaves readers grappling with a myriad of emotions, from the complexities of family dynamics 

to the sacrifices and regrets inherent in relationships. Through Fusagi and Kohtake's story, the 

narrative resonates with themes of love, loss, and the enduring power of human connection, 

inviting readers to contemplate the intricacies of the human experience. 

In the third chapter The Sisters the narrative delves into the complexities of time travel and 

familial bonds within the nostalgic confines of the café. The chapter introduces a compelling 

twist as a teenage girl, Hirai, journeys back from the future to confront her past and grapple 

with the untimely death of her sister, Kumi. 



13 
 

As Hirai arrives at the café, her purpose and identity shrouded in mystery, the café's workers 

Nagare, Kazu, and Kei become entangled in her enigmatic quest. Nagare, in a poignant 

moment, shares with Kohtake the tragic news of Hirai's sister's demise, setting the stage for a 

narrative imbued with mourning and longing. 

Hirai's arrival at the café, fresh from her sister's funeral, marks a pivotal moment in the 

narrative as she embarks on a mission to alter the past and reconcile with Kumi. Her 

determination to mend their fractured relationship, stemming from a disagreement over the 

family inn, drives her to seek solace in the past, hoping to rewrite the course of their shared 

history. 

Through Hirai's journey, the narrative explores themes of regret, redemption, and the 

enduring power of familial love. As she navigates the intricacies of time travel and confronts 

the depths of her sister's affection, Hirai experiences a profound transformation, coming to 

understand the true essence of Kumi's love and sacrifice. 

The chapter culminates in a bittersweet reunion between the sisters, fraught with unresolved 

grief yet underscored by a newfound sense of clarity and purpose. As Hirai returns to the 

present, she carries with her the weight of her promise to Kumi, symbolizing a poignant 

reckoning with the past and a hopeful embrace of the future. 

Through its intricate narrative layers and rich character development, The Sisters invites 

readers on a journey of introspection and emotional resonance, weaving together themes of 

loss, forgiveness, and the enduring bonds that transcend time and space. 

In the final chapter titled Mother and Child, the narrative takes a poignant turn as Kei, one 

of the café's co-owners, embarks on a journey back in time to confront her past and reconcile 

with her regrets. However, her plans are disrupted by the sudden appearance of a familiar 
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face—Goro, Fumiko's former lover, now working in the café. This unexpected encounter 

prompts Kei to confront unresolved issues, particularly regarding Fumiko. 

 

As the story unfolds, Kawaguchi, another character, plays a pivotal role in resolving 

Fumiko's story, adding depth to the narrative. Meanwhile, Kei grapples with the revelation that 

she will meet her teenage daughter, Miki, who has traveled back in time from the future. This 

intertwining of timelines introduces a sense of urgency and underscores Kei's anxieties about 

her daughter's well-being. 

Miki, who works alongside Kei in the café, symbolizes the connection between past and 

future, and Kei's gratitude for her daughter's existence becomes a catalyst for personal growth. 

Through Miki, Kei begins to shift her perspective from despair to hope, realizing the profound 

purpose behind time travel—not to alter the present, but to find inner strength and acceptance. 

The narrative culminates with the return of Kazu, who brings a reminder of the importance 

of spiritual growth amidst the complexities of time travel. The novel's conclusion reflects on 

the café's role as a nexus of temporal exploration, with Kei at its center. 

In the final moments of the chapter, Kei's visit to a weak, hospitalized girl prompts a 

realization that some things cannot be changed. This poignant encounter leads to a heartfelt 

confession from Kei, underscoring the themes of acceptance and gratitude. Miki's appreciation 

for her mother's role in bringing her into the world adds a touching layer to the narrative, 

highlighting the enduring bond between mother and child. 

Certainly! Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi is a moving exploration 

of human connections and the difficulties of time, all set within the relaxation confined of an 

attractive Tokyo cafè with unique twist - the ability to travel through time. The novel delves 

into the deeper emotion that bind us together such as love, regret and longing. Each characters 
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journey through time offers a glimpse in a struggles and aspirations, hello riddles to emphasize 

with the desire for a chance to change the past. 

The cafè serves as a symbolic space where characters confront their pasts and struggles 

with the consequences of their action highlighting the fading nature of time and the importance 

of seizing the moment. 

In conclusion, Before the Coffee Gets Cold tender reflection on the human experience, 

inviting readers to ponder the power of choice and the enduring impact of our actions on 

ourselves. 
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Chapter 3 

                                    Labyrinth of Dreams in Kafka on the shore 

 

Significance of the title Kafka on the shore: 

The title Kafka on the Shore summarise the essence of the essence of Haruki 

Murakami's novel, serving as a rich metaphor for the teams and notice throughout its narrative. 

"Kafka" evokes the spirit of Franz Kafka, conveys information about the exploration existential 

questions and the search for meanings in the absurdity of life. The protagonist Kafka Tamura, 

embarks on the journey of self-discovery, run away from his home to escape an oedipal 

prophecy. The phrase "on the Shore" conjures images of liminality, suggesting a boundary 

between different states of being and consciousness. The title Kafka on the Shore simple for 

the novels exploration of identity, existentialism and the transformative power of human spirit. 

 

Literary analysis: 

Kafka on the shore is a Japanese novel by Haruki Murakami. It is the story of two 

strange characters: A Teenage boy who runs away from his father and an elderly man who has 

the skill to talk with cats. This novel has an English translation in 2005.  

It's an Inter-connected novel of two different people story at the same way. This novel 

is just like a puzzle format. Magical realism in Kafka on the Shore disrupts the monotony of 

daily life, forcing characters to confront unconventional realities. This mirrors the challenges 

of forging your own identity in a world that often pressures conformity. Characters like Kafka 

and Nakata, who grapple with talking cats and raining fish, embody the struggle to carve out 

unique paths in a society that can be stifling. By emphasizing the fantastical alongside the real, 
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Murakami underscores the importance of embracing eccentricity and staying true to oneself in 

the face of societal expectations. 

This novel is a complex and surreal novel that follows the journey of two strange soul. 

A teenage runaway name Kafka Tamura and a widower named Nakata. Kafka, 15 year old 

teenage girl run away from his home town and family. Nakata, an elderly man with a strange 

skill to talk to cats. He set a journey after a life-altering event. There are 24 chapters in the 

novel. 

  There are 49 chapter in which novel that inspired by Murakami's work would involve 

weaving together multiple storylines and the characters with real elements. The structure of a 

chapter like: introduction to the protagonist. In the chapter 2 to 10, developing the characters 

can be seen. In the chapter 11 to 20, Introduction to the subplots and the secondary characters 

with the main storyline. In 21-30, searching the novel loneliness and nature of the reality. In 

31 to 40, the conflict faced by the character and In 41 to 48, sets a crucial stage for novel's 

climax and resolution. And conclusion provide a satisfying resolution to the story. 

In the opening chapter of the novel, we're introduced to the central character, Kafka 

Tamura, a 15-year-old who flees from home to evade a troubling prophecy made by his father. 

This decision sets the stage for a journey of self-discovery and exploration. Along the way, 

Kafka's quest to find his missing sister becomes the focal point of his odyssey.  

As he seeks solace and sanctuary, Kafka finds himself drawn to a library, where he 

encounters Miss Saeki, the enigmatic manager. She becomes a pivotal figure in his journey, 

offering both guidance and a mysterious connection to his past.  

The chapter also delves into Kafka's tumultuous relationship with his father, a 

renowned sculptor whose predictions about Kafka's destiny cast a shadow over their 
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interactions. This strained dynamic adds depth to Kafka's sense of alienation and sets the tone 

for the surreal events that unfold throughout the narrative. 

In the chapter 2 to 10, the narrative delves deeper into the intricate backgrounds, 

motivations, and conflicts of the protagonist, Kafka Tamura, as well as other pivotal characters. 

Kafka's journey of self-discovery continues as he grapples with his past and his complex 

relationship with his father. Along the way, he encounters a diverse array of individuals who 

each play a significant role in shaping his understanding of himself and the world around him. 

One such character is Nakata, an elderly man with a mysterious past and an unusual 

ability to communicate with cats. His journey to fulfill a strange mission is marked by bizarre 

occurrences that hint at a larger cosmic purpose, adding an element of intrigue to the narrative. 

Meanwhile, the enigmatic Miss Saeki's past is gradually unveiled through flashbacks, 

shedding light on her connections to Kafka's family and the events that continue to haunt her. 

As Kafka forms a bond with Oshima, a transgender librarian who offers guidance and support, 

their relationship deepens, and Oshima becomes an integral part of Kafka's journey, helping 

him navigate his sense of identity and purpose amidst the challenges they face. 

Throughout these chapters, themes of identity, destiny, and the interconnectedness of 

lives are explored through the characters' experiences and interactions. Tensions rise as Kafka's 

quest intensifies, drawing the characters closer together through fate and circumstance, 

ultimately driving the narrative forward with a sense of urgency and mystery. 

In chapters 11 to 20, the narrative delves deeper into the evolving connection between 

Kafka Tamura and Nakata, exploring the intertwined destinies of these characters as their 

journeys progress and new challenges arise. 

Kafka's search for his sister intensifies as he encounters obstacles along the way. He 

grapples with his own identity and family history, feeling drawn to a sense of connection that 
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becomes increasingly significant. His exploration of Stone's Spire leads to revelations and 

questions about his identity and destiny, blurring the lines between reality and fantasy as he 

delves deeper into his subconscious mind. 

Meanwhile, Nakata's quest takes unexpected turns as he uncovers hidden truths about 

himself and the world around him. His supernatural abilities bring him closer to his purpose, 

but his path intersects with Johnnie Walker, a sinister figure with dark intentions and 

mysterious powers, leading Nakata's journey into dangerous territory. The enigmatic Miss 

Saeki's past continues to unfold, revealing tragic events from her life and her enduring 

connection to Kafka's family. Kafka experiences a powerful and surreal dream that offers 

mysterious insights into his subconscious, further complicating the distinction between reality 

and fantasy, and revealing hidden truths and desires. 

Throughout these chapters, Oshima's role in Kafka's journey becomes increasingly 

significant as he provides guidance and support during Kafka's moments of doubt. As the 

narratives intertwine, symbols such as crows, fish, and rain become more prominent, reflecting 

the characters' isolation and loneliness as they grapple with their individual burdens. 

Ultimately, these chapters weave together the narratives of Kafka's troubled past and 

Nakata's quest, hinting at a deeper connection between the characters and their shared 

experiences. As the characters confront their inner demons and external challenges, their 

journeys become more fraught with tension and intrigue, leading towards a compelling climax. 

In chapters 21 to 30, the narrative takes a significant leap forward, weaving together 

the storylines of Kafka Tamura and Nakata while revealing startling connections between them. 

Kafka's quest takes unexpected twists as he encounters surreal elements and confronts his inner 

demons. His journey becomes increasingly symbolic and metaphysical, blurring the lines 

between reality and fantasy as he grapples with the mysteries surrounding him. Meanwhile, 
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Nakata's supernatural abilities continue to guide him through a landscape filled with strange 

occurrences, as he wrestles with his own identity and the purpose of his mission. 

Oshima's role becomes more crucial as he supports Kafka through his inner struggles 

and external challenges. Their bond strengthens as they confront the mysteries surrounding 

them, providing each other with solace and guidance amidst the escalating tensions. 

As the characters' destinies intertwine in unexpected ways, the boundaries between 

past, present, and future blur, leading the narrative towards its climactic moments. Themes of 

memory, identity, and the nature of reality are explored through the surreal and philosophical 

experiences of the characters, adding layers of complexity to the narrative. 

The storyline becomes increasingly intricate and mysterious, drawing readers deeper 

into the enigmatic world of the novel as the characters navigate their intertwined fates and 

confront the challenges that lie ahead. 

  In chapters 31 to 40, the narrative delves into the aftermath of shocking revelations and 

propels the characters towards a potential meeting point. As the characters confront their 

deepest fears and desires, the narrative reaches a critical juncture. 

Kafka and Nakata both struggle with the impact of recent revelations, setting them on 

journeys westward that hint at a possible convergence. Kafka's quest for self-discovery reaches 

a pivotal moment as he confronts the truth about his past and his family, grappling with the 

implications of his actions and the choices that lie ahead. Meanwhile, Nakata's mission takes a 

dramatic turn as he faces obstacles and delves into the secrets of his own identity, embracing 

his connection to the supernatural realm. His experiences in a dreamlike world blur the lines 

between reality and fantasy, culminating in the discovery of a mysterious object that adds an 

unexplained element to his mission. 
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The contrasting journeys of Kafka and Nakata hint at a potential connection, as Kafka 

finds himself back at the remote cabin, reflecting on his purpose and the significance of the 

library, while Nakata is determined to unravel the source of his haunting memory and follows 

a lead involving a mysterious stone. 

In chapter 40, the narrative drives the characters' journeys forward and hints at a 

potential meeting point. Kafka returns to the library seeking answers about his past, and Miss 

Saeki reveals a hidden chamber within the library, suggesting a deeper connection to the 

supernatural. This revelation adds to the sense of mystery and foreshadows a potential 

convergence of Kafka and Nakata's paths. The hidden chamber and the unusual atmosphere of 

the town suggest that the characters are approaching a turning point in their journey, where 

themes of fate, identity, and the search for meaning will continue to be explored in depth. 

In chapters 41 to 48, the narrative delves deeply into the interconnected narratives of 

Kafka Tamura and Nakata, hinting at a climactic resolution as their destinies converge and the 

mysteries surrounding them unravel. 

The characters, including Kafka, confront the consequences of their actions and the 

revelations that have emerged throughout their journeys. They grapple with the weight of their 

pasts and the choices that will shape their futures. As the threads of the narrative intertwine, 

the true nature of Kafka's family history and Miss Saeki's connection to him are revealed. 

Secrets long buried come to light, providing new understanding of the characters' motivations 

and desires. 

Nakata's mission reaches its climax as he confronts the source of the supernatural 

phenomena that have guided him. Embracing his destiny, he finds closure in unexpected ways, 

fulfilling his purpose in manners he never imagined. The characters' journeys come full circle 

as they face their final challenges and make peace with their pasts. Themes of redemption, 
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forgiveness, and acceptance resonate as the narrative draws to a close, leaving readers with a 

sense of catharsis and wonder. 

In chapter 49, the narrative reaches a deeply affecting conclusion as the characters' 

journeys come to an end. The closure and resolution, along with the reflective atmosphere and 

emotional impact, provide a sense of continuity. Overall, the conclusion marks a deeply 

affecting and memorable ending that leaves readers with a sense of fulfilment. 

Through this novel's thought-provoking ending, the author ties together the various 

storylines and themes, particularly exploring the themes of identity, belonging, and the power 

of human connection. The journey of the characters serves as a profound exploration of these 

themes, leaving a lasting impact on readers and prompting contemplation long after the final 

page is turned. 

In conclusion, I would like to propose that Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami is 

a rich and complex novel that intertwines magical realism and the traditional storytelling 

elements. The novel explodes themes of Identity memory loneliness and the search for meaning 

in a chaotic world. The narrative structure is non-linear, with multiple plot line converging and 

the diverging throughout the story. This allows Murakami to create a dream-like atmosphere, 

blurring the lines between reality and fantasy. The characters particularly Kafka Tamura and 

Nakata, are deeply layered and often struggle with existential questions and personal traumas. 

Symbolism play's a significant role in the novel, with motifs such as cats, rain and music 

recurring throughout the story. Murakami's prose is lyrical and evocative, creating a sense of 

intimacy between the readers and the characters. The novel exploration of the subconscious 

and the metaphysical adds a philosophical dimension to the story, inviting readers to ponder 

the nature of reality and existence. 



23 
 

Kafka on the Shore is a mesmerizing work of literature that rewards careful analysis 

and contemplation. Its blend of the surreal and the excitements, coupled with its profound 

themes. 
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                                                            Chapter 4 

 Theoretical Underpinnings of Time travel explored in Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka 

on the Shore.   

 

Time travel concept:  

The concept of time travel has long captured the imagination of humanity, explored in 

various forms of literature and media. In Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 

this fascination takes center stage, but with a unique twist-the novel introduces the notion of a 

fixed timeline theory, which governs the rules and limitations of time travel within the confines 

of the café Funiculi Funicula. 

At the heart of this theory lies the understanding that while characters can revisit 

moments from their past, they are unable to alter the course of events.  

 

Fixed timeline theory in Before the Coffee Gets Cold:  

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, the fixed timeline theory becomes a central theme that 

intricately weaves through the narrative, shaping the characters' experiences and the 

overarching message of the story. This theory proposes that time is rigid and unchangeable, 

with events predestined to unfold in a specific manner, regardless of attempts to alter them. 

Within the confines of the café, characters are granted the extraordinary opportunity to 

travel back in time and revisit moments from their past. However, despite their earnest 

intentions to rewrite history or correct past mistakes, they soon encounter the immutable nature 

of time. Each attempt to intervene or change the course of events ultimately proven futile, as 

the timeline remains steadfast and unchanged. 
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For instance, characters may strive to mend fractured relationships, seek closure for 

unresolved conflicts, or pursue opportunities they previously missed. Yet, no matter how 

fervently they endeavour to reshape their past, they find themselves ensnared in a web of 

predetermined outcomes. Their actions, however well-intentioned, merely echo the 

predetermined events already set in motion. 

Through this exploration of the fixed timeline theory, the novel delves into profound 

existential questions about fate, destiny, and the consequences of human agency. It prompts 

readers to contemplate the complexities of time and the inherent limitations of attempting to 

alter the past. Despite the characters' yearning for redemption or reconciliation, they ultimately 

confront the sobering reality that some things are beyond their control. 

In essence, Before the Coffee Gets Cold serves as a poignant meditation on the nature 

of time and the inevitability of fate. It underscores the importance of embracing the present 

moment, accepting the past, and finding solace in the unyielding passage of time. Through its 

exploration of the fixed timeline theory, the novel imparts a timeless message about the 

resilience of the human spirit and the enduring power of hope in the face of life's immutable 

truths. 

 

This concept is reinforced through a set of strict rules: 

1. Restricted Interactions: Characters can only interact with individuals who have also visited 

the café in the past. This limitation ensures continuity within the timeline and prevents 

paradoxes from arising. 

2. Immutable Events: No matter what actions characters take while in the past, the present 

remains unchanged. This rule underscores the fixed nature of the timeline and the futility of 

attempting to alter it. 
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3. Single Seat Access: Only one seat in the café allows for time travel. This restriction adds 

structure and specificity to the time-travel experience, emphasizing the uniqueness of each 

journey. 

4. Immobility in the Past: Characters cannot move from their seat while in the past. Any attempt 

to do so results in being forcefully returned to the present, further reinforcing the limitations of 

their influence on past events. 

5. Temporal Constraint: Characters' stay in the past begins when their coffee is poured and 

must end before it gets cold, imposing a temporal limit on their journey. 

These rules form the backbone of the novel's exploration of the fixed timeline theory, 

shaping the experiences and dilemmas faced by the characters in each chapter. 

In the first chapter Lovers, this theory describes the roof the rules and limitations of 

time travel in the cafè. They can travel back in time, they must sit in a particular seat, nothing 

can do while in the past that will change the present, you must return before their coffee gets 

cold. These rules are in a structure to the timeline. The first chapter starts with focusing on 

setting the scene, introducing the cafe Funiculi Funicula, and presenting the first customer, 

Kazu Fujiwara. 

In the second chapter Husband and Wife, this theory mentioned as the rules that Kazu 

encounters during her visit. This scenery becomes clearer as the characters to explore the 

limitations of the time-travel in the cafè. And also they want to change the past mistakes, they 

find themselves unable to do so. A character may attempt to reunite with a lost love or guidance 

to a past self. The consequences to change the past becomes more clearly visible in this chapter. 

Characters experience regret, power of human connection. And increasing the exploration of 

fixed timeline theory by the effects on characters actions and emotions. 
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In the third chapter The Sisters, the fixed timeline theory is further explained the 

characters to navigate the limitations of time-travel within the cafè. This may reach deeper into 

the emotional and psychological inference. The consequences of attention the pass maybe them 

more mark in this chapter. It highlight the importance of going present and finding meaning. 

The characters may learn the beauty and significant of their experience. This chapter Greek 

defloration of fixed timeline hearing by downloading it emotional implication for the 

characters. This theory applies to the chapter in few ways: Kotake's regret, acceptance and 

emotional journey. 

In the fourth chapter Mother and Child, fixed timeline theory strengthen as character 

struggle with the consequences of their aims to change their past. Experience is sense of 

acceptance as they come with the fact that their action within the cafè cannot change the history. 

In this chapter characters explore the concept of closure and forgiveness from their past. This 

chapter show some important of embracing the present on the moving forward with the 

purpose. The characteristic learns the value of living in the moment and making the current 

circumstances, regrets. It also increases exploration of fixed timeline theory by searching into 

its emotional and philosophical implications for the characters. The fixed timeline theory 

revealed in the chapter the focus shifts to introducing the new customer and their regrets. The 

established rules from previous chapter apply here. The visitor can travel to their past and visit 

won't change the history. 

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, the fixed timeline theory serves as more than just a 

narrative device it serves as a vehicle for exploring the complexities of human emotion and the 

existential questions surrounding time and existence. 
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As characters confront their pasts and contemplate their futures, they ultimately come 

to understand the value of living in the present and finding meaning in the moments that cannot 

be changed. 

Through its exploration of the fixed timeline theory, Before the Coffee Gets Cold invites 

readers on a journey of self-discovery and introspection, challenging them to consider the 

impact of their own choices and the fleeting nature of time. It is a poignant reminder to cherish 

the present, for it is the only moment we truly possess. 

 

Dynamic timeline theory in Kafka on the Shore:   

Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami is a masterful exploration of the dynamic 

timeline theory, where time is depicted as fluid and mutable, subject to the whims of individual 

perception and action. In this surreal and metaphysical world, the boundaries between past, 

present, and future blur, inviting readers into a realm where time operates on a nonlinear 

continuum. 

Throughout the narrative, characters like Kafka Tamura and Nakata navigate this 

intricate temporal landscape, encountering visions, premonitions, and alternate realities that 

defy traditional notions of time and reality. Kafka's journey, in particular, is marked by a series 

of enigmatic encounters and experiences that transcend linear progression. He grapples with 

memories of his past, confronts glimpses of his future, and embarks on a quest for self-

discovery that transcends conventional temporal boundaries.Similarly, Nakata's storyline 

unfolds in a surreal dreamscape where time behaves erratically, blurring the lines between 

waking life and the subconscious. His experiences serve as a vivid exploration of the fluid 

nature of time, where events unfold in unexpected and nonlinear ways. 
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In Kafka on the Shore, the dynamic timeline theory serves as a thematic framework for 

delving into profound themes such as identity, destiny, and the interconnectedness of all things. 

By challenging conventional notions of time and reality, the novel invites readers to 

contemplate the intricate tapestry of human existence and the profound impact of individual 

choices on the course of events. 

Ultimately, Murakami's exploration of the dynamic timeline theory encourages readers 

to embrace the uncertainty of life and to recognize the inherent beauty in the ebb and flow of 

time. It celebrates the notion that time is not a linear progression but rather a complex mosaic 

of experiences, emotions, and possibilities, where past, present, and future converge in a 

symphony of interconnected moments. Through its richly layered narrative and evocative 

imagery, Kafka on the Shore offers a captivating journey into the depths of time and 

consciousness, inviting readers to explore the mysteries of existence and the limitless potential 

of the human spirit. 

According to Markosian (2020) it states that “The Dynamic Theory of Time entails that 

time travel to the past is not merely difficult, or prohibitively expensive, but downright 

metaphysically impossible.” As it is time travel due to its prevalence of its representation in 

popular pop culture and other forms of media, it is used as a popular narrative device or hook, 

it gets easy to see it as a straight forward concept, where people view time as similar to space, 

which as it is the static theory of time (Markosian, 2020). Which is a misunderstanding of how 

time works. 

As it is there have been theories regarding time travel since the inception involving but 

not limited to various twist on the narrative by involving characters who travel to the past, 

future, get stuck in a time loop, etc. While most of the time they try to argue or provide 

interesting excuses to travel into past there is a huge reason why it creates paradoxes and 
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impossibility in the nature of reality. So, with that in mind there are some theories or exceptions 

of viewing time travel where it is stated that time travel may not be possible but time viewing 

maybe possible where people can go back into past to view what happened instead of sending 

people to try directly into the past, which prevents the cases of people creating or influencing 

and changing the past. There have been examples of stories, films and novels which take a stab 

at the idea of time viewing, to name one example would be “The man who ended history: A 

documentary” by Ken Liu, where a device is created which makes possible to send people into 

the past, but it only allows a person to be send once in a single time in a single place, and no 

one else can travel back and view that past. So, with that in mind we can see how Dynamic 

theory in time travel can be kept intact while also involving time travel, which is to prevent 

characters from being able to influence the past. 

With that let’s now look at the cases of time travel in Kafka on the shore and how 

Murakami keeps the dynamic theory of time travel in his narrative. The story of Kafka on the 

shore isn’t story which has time travel in its center but uses it sparingly to guide the characters 

instead of making it a functional tool used by the characters. There are two or three examples 

of time travel incident in the story, which is a little arguable which is time travel and which 

isn’t, but as it is the story involves time travel when Kafka, the protagonist, sees Miss Saeki’s 

younger version and her past multiple times in the story, but he is able to interact with her but 

isn’t able to influence or change her past, we can see it being argued that his interactions with 

younger Miss Saeki to be explained by the involvement of mystical or other worldly creatures 

bringing out her younger version as a ghost or Kafka having hallucination or dream even, but 

as it is never explained what happens in the consciousness and unconsciousness, we can only 

speculate. Murakami uses the dynamic theory to prevent the main problems of the past being 

uncertain, there being no more paradoxes and no more open ended possibilities by discrediting 
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the reality of the situation, and there could be or could not be time travel involved, so we as 

readers can suggest there’s no consequences in the past for these interactions.  

While, that situation can have multiple explanations, the meeting of Kafka with the 

world war II is the most concrete example of time travel, or time displacement in the scenario, 

is shown. The story involves two world war II to guide Kafka to a house for him to stay until 

he finds his way and decides on what to do. As with most of the novel, we are left to theorize 

what the world war II soldiers is doing in the plot to help Kafka. We can look at them as same 

as Kafka, deserters running away from their problems and dangers instead of facing them. They 

could be facing punishment from some supernatural entity for their abandonment of their 

troops, or they could just have got stuck in a plane of existence where time doesn’t exist and 

they are supposed to exist all across time until someone from normal reality comes into their 

plane like Kafka did.  

As it is we can clearly see an irrefutable scenario where the past and present came into 

contact, so we can see Murakami using the dynamic theory by making this meeting outside the 

plane of existence and where characters won’t affect the past, because the characters they meet 

are outside the plane of time to prevent any paradoxes and uncertainty in the time line 

happening. So, these instances only help the characters in the present to make decisions than 

actively making them influence the past.  

Kafka on the shore as a novel is a melting point of ideas, which are all set up like a 

puzzle with unique solutions for each reader. The story involves metaphysical concepts, evil 

entities that take form of famous brands, cat murders, talking cats, raining creatures, alternate 

universes or realities, entrances to other worlds, time travel, time viewing, time displacement 

and much more. As it is any situation in the story which happens which is outside the realm of 

ordinary we can give multiple theories which can explain the situation, so time travel can and 
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cannot be used to explain the situations explained above, and we can utilize the dynamic theory 

on this story and narrative to see and observe it satisfies the problems that might by interacting 

with the past, and how it not crates the risk of paradoxes, it may not be fair or right to assume 

Murakami wrote the story with the dynamic theory in mind, but it is not for the analysis of the 

story. And it may help in future story analysis and story writing to how better navigate the issue 

of the dynamic theory in time travel in their stories, give future authors ideas and tools to use. 
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                                                              Chapter 5 

 Conclusion                               

 

Time travel concept in Before the Coffee Gets Cold: 

Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi is a novel that explores the 

concept of 

upward counterfactual thinking in a unique way. The book is set in a small café in Tokyo 

where customers can travel back in time to meet with someone from their past. However, there 

is a catch: they must return to the present before their coffee gets cold, or risk being 

trapped in the past forever. This novel explores themes of love, loss, regret and acceptance 

through the lens of time travel. The time travel itself serves as a metaphor for the nature of 

time, urging readers to make the most of the connections they have in life. 

The key themes and findings revolve around the limitations time travel as well as impact human 

emotions and relationships. 

  

Key findings:  

Time travel constraints: The novel sets some rules and limitations for time travel within the 

cafè, emphasis that characters can we visit moment from their past but they can all the cause 

of event and highlights underscore the notion of a fixed timeline. 

Emotional Journeys: Time travel helps by a vehicle for characters to start on emotional journey, 

unresolved issues and struggles with the consequences of their action.  

Power of Memory: This significance of memory in the idea of insight of the past and present.  
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Human Connection: The narrative is the team of human connection as characters used Time 

travel as an opportunity to reconnect with the loved once and strengthen the inter-personal 

relationship. 

Acceptance and Resilience: it offers a message of acceptance and resilience in the face of life 

uncertainties. 

  Overall, the novel present a painful exploration of time, memory and the complexities 

of human experience, offering readers a thought provoking journey into the complexity of life 

and love. 

 

Time travel concept in Kafka on the Shore : 

Haruki Murakami's Kafka on the Shore, delves into themes of Identity, destiny and 

power of individuals. The novel follows two unconnected journeys: a teenage boy named 

Kafka Tamura who runs away from his father and an elderly man named Nakata who can talk 

to cats.  

Through magical realism and dream like structure the characters struggle with isolation, 

loss and the search for meaning. The characters encounter prediction and curses at their choices 

shape their experiences. The novel suggest that while forces may influence our lives, we 

ultimately hold the power to define ourselves and our paths. 

And some of the key finding emerge from the complex narrative blending elements of magical 

realism, surrealism and existentialism. 
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Key findings:  

Identity and self-discovery: The novel focuses around the journeys of two protagonist Kafka 

Tamura and Nakata, as starts quests for self-discovery and understanding. Kafka struggles with 

his identity and family history, while Nakata navigate a surreal landscape for forgotten 

memories and supernatural encounters.  

Blurry boundaries of reality: This novel challenges conventional notions of reality by blurring 

the boundaries. Characters experience visions, dreams and encounters with supernatural. The 

novels dream like atmosphere invite readers to question the nature of reality and limits of 

human perception. 

Time and Memory: Throughout the narrative time operates a non-linear fashion, with character 

experiencing flashback, alternate realities. Memory places Central role in the characters 

perceptions of the past, present and the future. The novel exploration of time and the memory 

shows the complexities of human consciousness. 

Themes of Fate and Destiny: this novel delves into themes of fate and destiny. The characters 

struggles with the notion of fate as they navigate the challenges and uncertainties of their lives. 

Symbolism and Allegory: rich in symbolism and allegory with recurring motives such as cats, 

rain and music that is serving as metaphors for deeper themes and ideas. 

Overall, this novel offers thought provoking exploration of Identity reality and the 

mysterious of existence. When novel challenges videos to reconsider their perceptions of the 

world and the enigmatic nature of human consciousness. 
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Implications of novels: 

The implications of these novels for their respective fields are: literary innovation, 

exploration of human experience, cultural representation, interdisciplinary dialogue, impact on 

readers. 

Literary innovation - both novel demonstrate from conventional narrative structures and 

explore unique thematic elements. In Before the Coffee Gets Cold innovate by focusing on the 

emotional and interpersonal aspects of time travel, while Kafka on the Shore pushes the 

boundaries of reality and consciousness through the surreal and metaphysical narrative. These 

innovations inspire other writers to experiment with style, content etc. 

Exploration of human experience - both novels research deeply into the complexity of human 

experience, themes identity, memory, regret etc...By delving into these universal themes depth 

and nuance, the novels offer valuable insights into human psyching contribute to a deeper 

understanding of human condition. 

Cultural representation - both works of contemporary Japanese literature offers insights into 

Japanese culture, society and the mythology. Before the coffee gets cold reflects the Japanese 

concept of the transience of things and explorer the cultural significance of interpersonal 

connections and shared memories. While, Kafka on the shore reflects the Japanese mythology 

and literature, weaving elements of traditional mythology into its narrative. These cultural 

representations provide the valuable perspective for readers interested in Japanese literature 

and culture.  

Interdisciplinary dialogue - the teams and IIT techniques employed in both novels invite invites 

interdisciplinary dialogue across field such as literature, psychology, philosophy and cultural 

study. 
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Impact on readers - both novels leave a lasting impact on readers, sparking reflection, 

discussion and interpretation long after the final page is turned. 

Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore make significant contribution to 

their respective field and the inspire dialogue, reflection and exploration across disciplines. 

Both novels explore the idea that the present moment is where individuals have the agency to 

affect change or make decisions that influence their realities. 

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, time travel is depicted as a journey to the past within 

the confines of the café. However, despite characters' desires to alter the course of events or 

rectify past mistakes, they ultimately realize that they can only affect change in the present 

moment. The novel emphasizes the importance of accepting the past and making meaningful 

choices in the present, suggesting that true change and growth come from within. 

While, In Kafka on the Shore, characters confront existential questions about fate, 

destiny, and the nature of reality. While the narrative features surreal elements and nonlinear 

storytelling, it ultimately underscores the significance of the present moment as a locus of 

agency and possibility. Characters struggles with the consequences of their actions and choices, 

recognizing that the present is where they have the power to shape their destinies. 

Both novels highlight the transformative potential of the present moment and the 

importance of embracing the here and now. They invite readers to reflect on the complexities 

of time, memory, and human experience, and to consider the profound impact of their actions 

in forming their realities.  

 

Future research comparing both novels Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore: 
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 Magical realism, explore how both novels use magical realism to explore themes of 

loss regret and the afterlife. How does the portrayal of magical elements differ between 

the two works? 

 Comparing the unconventional narrative structures of both novels. How do the multiple 

perspectives and timelines contribute to the overall themes? 

 Analyse how Before the Coffee Gets Cold character is driven, focusing on the visitors 

motivations and regrets, while in Kafka on the Shore is more plot driven following 

Kafka's journey 

 Explore how Before the Coffee Gets Cold deals with personal loss and desire for 

closure, while in Kafka on the Shore explores themes of isolation and finding purpose.  

 Both novels have been translated into multiple languages, racing questions about the 

challenges, as well as how cultural differences may impact interpretation. Research 

could examine the process of translation and adaptation as well as a reception of the 

novels in different cultural contexts. 

 Reader responses and critical reception of both novels could be of valuable insight into 

their cultural impact significance.    

 Consider how Before the Coffee Gets Cold reflects contemporary Japanese society, 

while in Kafka on the Shore delves into more philosophical themes.  

 

These are just a few suggestions and further research can search deeper analysis into specific 

aspects of the novel. 
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Common themes in Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Kafka on the Shore: 

In terms of similarities both novel delve into the complexities of memory and Identity. 

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, characters have the chance to travel back in time to revisit 

crucial moments in the life highlighting the impact of memory on personal identity. In this 

novel the cafè's ability to transport pictures through time at same magical dimension to the 

story. While, In Kafka on the Shore follows is protagonist Kafka Tamura, as he embark on a 

journey of self-discovery, struggling with his past, and searching for his place in the world. 

This novel features surreal occurrences and fantastical elements that challenge reader's 

perceptions of reality. 

 

Similarities in both novels: 

The novels differ in the narrative structures and tones. Before the Coffee Gets Cold an 

episodic format with each after focusing on a different characters experience at a cafè. This 

allows for intimate character portraits and explores various perspectives on memory and regret. 

This novel evokes a sense of nostalgia and warmth, with its focus on human connection and 

introspection. While, In Kafka on the Shore employees a non-linear narrative that weaves 

together multiple story lines and perspective creating a more complex narrative that unfold 

gradually. This novel a darker and more mysterious atmosphere, characterized by element of 

existentialism and its psychological introspection. 

In conclusion, both Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi and Kafka 

on the Shore by Haruki Murakami stand as masterpieces of contemporary literature, offering 

readers profound insights into complexities of the human condition. The differences in 

narrative style and thematic focus both novel produce deeply with readers by delving into 

universal teams such as regret, love, identity and the passage of time.  
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Kawaguchi's novel unfolds within the intimate setting of a Tokyo cafè, where characters 

struggle with the consequences of their choices and the desire for second chances. Through the 

lens of time travelling, Kawaguchi crafts a narrative that leads readers to reflect on the short 

time nature of existence and the significance of seizing the present moment. 

And in Murakami's Kafka on the Shore immerses readers in a surreal and dream-like 

atmosphere, where reality intervenes with fantasy in enigmatic ways. Through the experiences 

of the protagonist Kafka Tamura and the other characters, Murakami explores profound 

existential questions about identity, meaning and transformation. The novel's rich symbolism 

and lyrical pros invite traders on a journey of introspection, challenging them to confront the 

mysteries of human psyche and complexities of the world around them. 

Despite the distinct narrative approaches of both novels serve as powerful reminders of 

the brief nature of life and the importance of embracing the present moment. Through their 

story telling and evocative imaginary these works leave a lasting impression on readers, the 

relationship they cherish and the profound impact of their actions on themselves. Through these 

novels they are invited to embark on a transformative exploration of human experience. 
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